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FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
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AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 1073 

CORRECTEDCOPY FOR MR 1073 VICE 107 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, UK, IO 

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION 
REF: NAIROBI 0989 

1. DURING FEB / MEETING WITH FOR MIN MUNGAI, BRITISH 
FOREIGN SECRETARY DOUGLAS-HOME INTRODUCED SUBJECT OF 
DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION BY NOTING THAT SOVIETS ALREADY 
HAD SIZEABLE PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN AND WERE EXPECTED 
TO INCREASE THIS WHEN SUEZ CANAL RE-OPENED. THIS ACTIVITY 
HAD TO BE WATCHED, AND THEREFORE COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 
ON DIEGO GARCIA BEING SLIGHTLY EXTENDED, RUNWAY LENGTHENED 
AND HARBOR DEEPENED. SIR ALEC ADDED THAT IF IT WERE POS- 
SIBLE TO DEMILITARIZE INDIAN OCEAN, THIS WOULD BE HIGHLY 
DESIRABLE, BUT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO MONITOR SUCH 
DEMILITERIZATION, AND IN MEANTIME, RUSSIA COULD NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO POSSESS NAVAL MONOPOLY IN AREA. 

2. MUNGAI REPLIED THAT KENYA WOULD LIKE TO SEE ZONE 

OF PEACE IN INDIAN OCEAN, BUT RECOGNIZED THAT WHEN ONE 
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KENYA, HOWEVER, WOULD BE MUCH HAPPIER IF SOVIET UNION 
AND U.S. COULD AGREE ON A ZONE OF PEACE. 

3. DCM PLANNING TO FOLLOW-UP BRITISH APPROACH WITH 

C.M. MWASHUMBE, NEW MOFA UNDER SECRETARY FOR UN/AMERICAS, 

ON FEB 8. 

MARSHALL 
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